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INFO OCT-00 ADS-00 SSO-00 /025W
------------------ 151166 081901Z /44 RELEASED IN FULL
O 081830Z FEB 82 ZFF-4
FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8421

S E CR E T PARAMARIBO 0251

EXDIS DECAPTIONED

E.O. 12065: GDS 2/8/88
TAGS: PINS NS
SUBJECT: REPORT OF POSSIBLE IMMINENT COUP

REF: PARAMARIBO MEMCON 1/5/82
1. SECRET ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: | OEMRAWSINGH HINDUSTANI PROFESSOR WHO IS LONG
TIME FRIEND OF EMBASSY'S CONSULAR OFFICER (KEUR) AND FORMER VHP
MP VISITED KEUR FEBRUARY 8 AT EMBASSY TO INFORM HIM OF COUP TO
BE STAGED "PROBABLY TONIGHT OR AT LEAST IN NEXT FEW DAYS"

WHICH INVOLVED PLANNED ASSASSINATION OF SIX TOP MILITARY
LEADERS BY 20-MAN TEAM. OEMRAWSINGH SAID HIS PURPOSE WAS

TO WARN CONSULAR OFFICER PERSONALLY. CONSULAR OFFICER
EXPLAINED THAT THE EMBASSY COULD DO NOTHING OTHER THAN TAKE
NOTE OF INFORMATION. CONSULAR OFFICER, ON BASIS OF RELATION-
SHIP, BELIEVES OEMRAWSINGH SINCERELY EXPECTS COUP TO OCCUR.
WE ASSESS REPORT SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH TO CAUTION AMERICAN STAFF.

3. AT ABOUT NOON LOCAL TIME FEBRUARY 8 DR. |. OEMRAWSINGH

VISITED CONSULAR OFFICER CORNELIUS KEUR AT CONSULAR SECTION IN

COMPANY WITH HIS BROTHER. ASKING THAT STRICTEST CONFIDENCE

BE GIVEN HIS REPORT, AND CLAIMING HE JUST WANTED KEUR TO BE

INFORMED FOR HIS OWN PERSONAL SAFETY, OEMRAWSINGH OUTLINED
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A COUP PLANNED AGAINST SIX TOP MILITARY LEADERS IN SURINAME
(LT. COL D. BOUTERSE, MAJ. ROY HORB, MAJ HENK FERNANDES,
MINISTER (SGT.) B. SITAL, MINISTER (SGT.) L. NEEDE, AND SGT. C.
MIJNALS.)

4. OEMRAWSINGH SAID A TWENTY-MAN ASSASSINATION TEAM UNDER
LEADERSHIP OF TWO HINDUSTANI "MILITARY MEN" (ONE OF THEM
FORMERLY IN THE ARMY) WOULD MOVE AS "EARLY AS TONIGHT BUT IN
ANY EVENT BEFORE THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS APPOINTED." COMMENT:
ACTING PRESIDENT RAMDAT MISIER WAS SWORN IN AT 10:00 LOCAL TIME

IREVIEW AUTHORITY: Adolph Eisner, Senior Reviewer
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TODAY. NEW MINISTERS HAVE NOT YET BEEN NAMED FOR THE CIVILIAN
GOVERNMENT.

5. EMBASSY IS UNAWARE OF OEMRAWSINGH'S TRUE MOTIVE OR WHETHER

HE HAS PASSED HIS REPORT TO OTHER PARTIES BUT HE CALLED ON

CHARGE ON JANUARY 5 TO DISCUSS STATUS OF VHP AND SAID VISIT

TO US WAS ONE OF SEVERAL HE WAS MAKING TO "FRIENDLY" EMBASSIES.
ALTHOUGH OEMRAWSINGH DID NOT REQUEST EMBASSY ASSISTANCE CONSULAR
OFFICER EXPLAINED IN CLEAREST TERMS THAT EMBASSY COULD IN NO
CIRCUMSTANCE SANCTION OR BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY WAY. KEUR PROMISED
TOTAL DISCRETION BUT REPORTED VISIT'S CONTENT IMMEDIATELY TO

CHARGE. ALTHOUGH OEMRAWSINGH SAID HE MIGHT WISH TO BE IN TOUCH
WITH KEUR AGAIN. EMBASSY INTENDS NO FURTHER CONTACT WITHOUT
DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE.

6. ON THE BASIS OF YEAR LONG CASUAL RELATIONSHIP, KEUR IS

SATISFIED THAT OEMRAWSINGH, PROFESSOR OF BIOCHEMISTRY AT UNIVERSITY
OF SURINAME MEDICAL SCHOOL, BELIEVES THAT COUP WILL TAKE PLACE
ALTHOUGH HE HIMSELF DISCLAIMS ANY PART IN PLANNING OR EXECUTION.

7. AFTER CONFERRING, EMBOFFS ASSESS RAW REPORT SIGNIFICANT

ENOUGH TO ALERT AMERICAN STAFF TO POSSIBLE DANGER. ALTHOUGH

OEMRAWSINGH CLAIMED TO BE ALERTING KEUR FOR SAKE OF LATTER'S
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SAFETY, ANALYSIS OF HIS STATEMENTS DOES NOT POINT TO ANY DANGER OF
VIOLENCE DIRECTED AGAINST EMBASSY STAFF OR, INDEED ANY FOREIGNERS.
BECAUSE OF SENSITIVITY OF REPORT, NO SPECIAL ASSISTANCE HAS

BEEN REQUESTED FROM POLICE.
LA ROCHE
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