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RELEASED IN FULL 

E.O. 12065: GDS 2/12/88 (LA ROCHE, RICHARD R.) OR-M 
TAGS: PINT PINR NS 
SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SURINAME: INTERVIEW WITH 
MOEDERBOND CHAIRMAN CYRIL DAAL 

1. (C) - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: IN AN INTERVIEW FEBRUARY 12, LABOR FEDERATION LEADER 
CYRIL DAAL (PROTECT) GAVE HIS PESSIMISTIC ASSESSMENT OF POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN SURINAME. HE SEES ARMY COMMANDER BOUTERSE LEADING 
THE COUNTRY SHARPLY LEFT BUT SUSPECTS THAT BOUTERSE HIMSELF, 
INTELLECTUALLY DIM, IS BEING GUIDED BY LEFT ADVISORS WHO MAY HAVE 
TIES TO CUBA. DAAL BELIEVES THE PLAN OF ACTION SET OUT BY THE 
MILITARY FOR TRANSFORMATION OF SURINAME'S GOVERNING STRUCTURE WILL 
BE IMPLEMENTED AS QUICKLY AS BOUTERSE AND HIS ADVISORS CAN FORCE 
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THE PACE. AS A COUNTER-STRATEGY, DAAL BELIEVES NON-LEFTIST 
GROUPS LIKE THE TWO MAIN FORMER PARTIES (NPS AND VHP) COULD COM-
BINE WITH LABOR GROUPS, PERHAPS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF FORMER 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAAKMAT TO BLOCK THE MOVE LEFT. ANOTHER MEANS 
FOR EXERTING MODERATING INFLUENCE ON ARMY LEADERS, ACCORDING TO 
DAAL, LIES IN POSSIBLE NAMING OF HAAKMAT AS PRIME MINISTER. END 
SUMMARY. 

3. CYRIL DAAL, CHAIRMAN OF THE LABOR FEDERATION DE MOEDERBOND 
SPOKE WITH EMBOFFS IN HIS OFFICE FEBRUARY 12 AND GAVE A DEEPLY 
PESSIMISTIC ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT POLITICAL EVENTS IN SURINAME. 
HE HANDED OVER A COPY OF A PAPER ENTITLED, "LIST OF DECISIONS 
TAKEN BY THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP FEBRUARY 6, 1982" WHICH DESCRIBES 
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GOALS AND METHODS TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE GOS 
OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS (SEE SEPTEL FOR TEXT AND COMMENT). 
DAAL FINDS THE PLAN VERY DISTURBING AND BELIEVES IT WILL LEAD TO 
A SURINAME HELD TIGHTLY IN THE GRIP OF A MILITARY WITH A GOVERN-
MENT COMPRISED OF CIVILIAN PUPPETS AND NO MEANS AVAILABLE FOR FREE 
POLITICAL EXPRESSION BY SURINAME'S CITIZENS. "OUR FREEDOM IS IN 
DANGER," SAID DAAL SOMBERLY. 

4. DAAL, WHO KNOWS MOST OF THE MEN WHO HAVE ACTED AT ONE TIME OR 
ANOTHER AS ADVISORS TO HORB AND BOUTERSE, IS UNABLE TO PINPOINT 
TO HIS SATISFACTION THE PERSONS WHO FORMULATED THE PLAN OF ACTION 
DESCRIBED IN THE PAPER (WHICH HE IS SATISFIED IS AUTHENTIC) BUT HE 
HAS VAGUE SUSPICIONS THAT THERE IS SOME CUBAN LINK. HE KNEW, 
HE SAID, THAT AMONG THOSE PERSONS CLOSE TO BOUTERSE NOW WAS FORMER 
VHP MEMBER SURHINDRA MUNGRA, WHOM DAAL FELT WAS CUBAN SYMPATHIZER 
AND WHOM HE KNEW SPOKE SPANISH. 

5. BOUTERSE, ACCORDING TO DAAL, SIMPLY DOESN'T HAVE THE INTELLEC-
TUAL CAPACITY TO DEVISE THE PLAN OUTLINED IN THE PAPER. HE DOES 
NOT THINK GARRISON COMMANDER ROY HORB IS ENTIRELY SYMPATHETIC TO 
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THE PRINCIPLES DESCRIBED IN THE PLAN AND WRITES OFF BOTH BATTALION 
COMMANDER HENK FERNANDES AND NATIONAL MILITARY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
GRAANOOGST AS LIGHTWEIGHTS WITH NO POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING. HE 
CONCLUDES THAT BOUTERSE MAY BE FOLLOWING ADVICE WHICH HE IS INCAP-
ABLE OF CRITICALLY UNDERSTANDING BUT WHICH HE THINKS WILL ADVANCE 
HIS OWN POLITICAL FORTUNES. DAAL READS BOUTERSE AS AMBITIOUS, 
IMPULSIVE, SUSPICIOUS, AND THEREFORE, DANGEROUS. 

6. ADDING TO DAAL'S SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE INTELLIGENCE BEHIND THE 
PLAN IS THE SPEED WITH WHICH IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN PREPARED AND 
SET INTO ACTION. IT IS DATED ONLY TWO DAYS AFTER THE CHIN A SEN 
GOVERNMENT "RESIGNED." THE FIRST DEADLINE (WHEN DRAFT REPORTS ARE 
TO BE CONSOLIDATED) IS LESS THAN TWO WEEKS AWAY. 

7. DAAL, WHILE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES FOR BLOCKING 
THE MILITARY'S STRATEGY, ALREADY HAS CONSIDERED TWO OPTIONS: 
IF FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER ANDRE HAAKMAT WERE CHOSEN BY THE 
MILITARY AS PRIME MINISTER, DEPENDING UPON THE NATURE OF THAT 
OFFICE IN THE NEW STRUCTURE, HAAKMAT HIMSELF, DAAL FELT, WAS 
SUFFICIENTLY SKILLED POLITICALLY AND COMMITTED PHILOSOPHICALLY TO 
DEMOCRACY, TO SERVE AS A COUNTER TO ANY EXTREME LEFT MOVES BY THE 
MILITARY. 

8. DAAL HAS ALSO THOUGHT OF WAYS BY WHICH HIS LABOR FEDERATION 
MIGHT COMBINE WITH OTHERS AND WITH THE TWO FORMER MAJOR PRTIES, 
NATIONALIST PARTY OF SURINAME (NPS) AND THE UNITED HINDUSTANI 
PARTY (VHP) WITH WHOM HE HAS ALREADY HAD PRELIMINARY CONTACT. 
IN SOME WAY, AS YET UNDECIDED, THESE GROUPS MIGHT FORM A COALI-
TION, PERHAPS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF HAAKMAT WHOM DAAL SAYS IS 
ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH THE NPS AND VHP TO COUNTER THE ANTI-DEMOCRATIC 
COURSE ALONG WHICH THE MILITARY IS LEADING THE COUNTRY. DAAL SAID 
THERE WERE ALSO MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY OFFICER CORPS WHO MIGHT 
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LEND SUPPORT TO HIS COALITION. THIS WAS IMPORTANT IN HIS OPINION, 
BECAUSE HE FELT THE SURINAMESE MILITARY WOULD THEREFORE BE RELUC-
TANT TO SUPPRESS DEMONSTRATIONS OF DISAPPROVAL OF GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES. 
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9. COMMENT: EMBASSY CONSIDERS DAAL A MODERATE WITH STURDY DEMO-
CRATIC PRINCIPLES. IN OUR EXPERIENCE, HE IS NOT GIVEN TO ALARMIST 
STATEMENTS. BASED ON THE INFORMATION WE HAVE GATHERED UP TO NOW, 
WE FIND DAAL'S ASSESSMENT OF WHAT IS HAPPENING HERE NOT EXAG-
GERATED. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO USE, HOWEVER, OF A 
DIRECT CUBAN INFLUENCE ON BOUTERSE. WHAT SINGLE OR COLLECTIVE 
INTELLIGENCE IS BEHIND THE PLAN DESCRIBED IN THE PAPER GIVEN US BY 
DAAL IS ALSO UNKNOWN. EMBASSY ANALYSIS OF EFFECT OF THESE DEVELOP-
MENTS WILL FOLLOW AFTER SCHEDULED TALK WITH BOUTERSE NEXT WEEK. 
LA  ROCHE 

NOTE BY OC/T: EUR PLEASE TAKE AS ORIGINAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2012-32749 Doc No. C05267146 Date: 01/03/2013 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

