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ACTION ARA-16

INFO OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 INR-10 EUR-12 S8S-10 CIAE-00
EA-10 DODE-00 NSC-01 NSAE-00 PM-09 PA-01 SAL-01
USIE-00 SP-02 SPRS-02 /075W

------------------ 054770 0420547 /73

P 041745Z OCT 82

FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9058 RELEASED IN FULL

INFO AMEMBASSY BEIJING

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA

AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN

AMEMBASSY CARACAS

AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN

AMEMBASSY KINGSTON

AMEMBASSY SEOUL

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE

AMEMBASSY TOKYO

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PN

USINT HAVANA

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 PARAMARIBO 2044

E.O. 12356: DECL: 10/04/02
TAGS: NS, KN, OVIP
SUBJ: GOS OFFICIAL VISIT TO NORTH KOREA

REF: PARAMARIBO 2038 (NOTAL)
1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT).

2. SUMMARY: ON OCT. 4 GOS SENT HIGH-RANKING MILITARY
DELEGATION ON FIVE-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO NORTH KOREA.
DELEGATION IS LED BY MAJ. HORB, DEPUTY TO SURINAME'S
SUPREME POLITICAL AUTHORITY. VISIT MAY HAVE BEEN

ARRANGED ON SHORT NOTICE, AND WAS NOT ANNOUNCED PUBLICLY
UNTIL DELEGATION DEPARTED. DELEGATION OBJECTIVES ARE
CONFIDENTIAL
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NOT KNOWN, BUT MAY CENTER ON DRK MILITARY
ASSISTANCE TO GOS. END SUMMARY.

3. SURINAME GOVERNMENT HAS DISPATCHED OFFICIAL
DELEGATION TO VISIT NORTH KOREA, LED BY VICE CHAIRMAN

OF POLICY CENTER AND GARRISON COMMANDER MAJ. ROY HORB,
AND INCLUDING MINISTER OF ARMED FORCES AND POLICE

CAPT. I.F. GRAANOOGST AND PERM SEC OF MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, J.H. KOLADER. BALANCE OF DELEGATION
CONSISTS PREDOMINANTLY OF MILITARY AND SECURITY

IREVIEW AUTHORITY: Adolph Eisner, Senior Reviewer
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OFFICERS, BUT ALSO INCLUDES FONOFF PROTOCOL OFFICER
AND THREE GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICERS, FOR TOTAL OF 17.

4. DELEGATION WILL TRAVEL VIA NEW YORK, TOKYO, PEKING,
AND ARRIVE IN PYONGYANG ON OR ABOUT OCT. 5 FOR STAY
OF APPROXIMATELY FIVE DAYS. PARTY WILL RETURN TO
SURINAME BY SAME ROUTE, THOUGH HORB MAY REMAIN IN
MIAMI AREA ON VACATION FOR ONE WEEK.

5. VISIT TO NORTH KOREA MAY HAVE BEEN ARRANGED ON
SHORT NOTICE. NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR TO GUYANA IS
KNOWN TO HAVE ARRIVED IN PARAMARIBO EARLY MORNING
OCT. 1, AND IS RUMORED TO HAVE HAD MEETING WITH
COMMANDER BOUTERSE. EVENING OF OCT 1, PROTOCOL
OFFICER WHO IS ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION TOLD AMBASSADOR
THAT HE HAD BEEN RECALLED FROM VACATION TO UNDERTAKE
URGENT TRAVEL, BUT HE CLAIMED NOT YET TO KNOW
DESTINATION. EVENING OF OCT. 2, SAME OFFICER
TELEPHONED DCM TO REQUEST URGENT ISSUANCE OF US
TRANSIT VISAS FOR OFFICIAL PARTY TRAVELING QTE

TO ASIA UNQTE. LIST WAS PROVIDED TO EMBASSY MORNING
OF SUNDAY, OCT. 3, WHEN VISAS WERE ISSUED FOR
DEPARTURE ON OCT 4.
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6. SOUTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR HAS INFORMED AMBASSADOR
THAT, ALTHOUGH HE HAD GOTTEN WIND OF PRESENCE IN
PARAMARIBO OF NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR, FIRST HE KNEW
OF IMPENDING DELEGATION VISIT WAS WHEN ACTING

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SANKATSING SUMMONED HIM
AFTERNOON OF SUNDAY, OCT. 3 TO INFORM HIM THAT
DELEGATION WOULD DEPART NEXT DAY. SANKATSING BLANDLY
EXPLAINED THAT GOS WISHES TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS
WITH ALL NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES. KOREAN AMBASSADOR
EXPRESSED SURPRISE AND CONCERN, SINCE GOS (IN PERSON
OF COMMANDER BOUTERSE) HAD PREVIOUSLY INFORMED HIM
THAT GOS DID NOT INTEND TO HAVE ANY RELATIONS WITH
NORTH KOREA. SANKATSING WOULD ONLY REPEAT PREVIOUS
EXPLANATION, AND MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT. (COMMENT:
FROM ROK POINT OF VIEW, TIMING OF DEPARTURE COULD

NOT BE WORSE, SINCE ROK AMBASSADOR IS HOSTING NATIONAL
DAY RECEPTION ON SAME DAY. END COMMENT )
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P 041745Z OCT 82

FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9059

INFO AMEMBASSY BEIJING

AMEMBASSY BRASILIA

AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN

AMEMBASSY CARACAS

AMEMBASSY KINGSTON

AMEMBASSY SEOUL

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE

AMEMBASSY TOKYO

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PN

/USINT HAVANA 0142
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7. FONOFF PROTOCOL OFFICER, TALKING WITH DCM

OCT 4, GAVE IMPRESSION THAT MAJ. HORB WAS PERSON
TAKING INITIATIVE IN THIS MATTER, AND THAT FOREIGN
MINISTRY, INCLUDING FONMIN NAARENDORP, WERE OPPOSED
TO IT. PROTOCOL DID NOT KNOW WHAT BOUTERSE THOUGHT.
PROTOCOL OFFICER FUMED ABOUT QTE MILITARY MIND UNQTE
(HE CONSIDERS HORB TO BE STUBBORN AND NAIVE) AND
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT VISIT BY SUCH HIGH LEVEL
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DELEGATION IMPLIED IN ITSELF SOME FORM OF DIPLOMATIC
RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA. HE THOUGHT THAT IF SOUTH
KOREA REACTS BY BREAKING RELATIONS, SURINAME WOULD LOSE
IN THE BARGAIN. AS FOR REASON FOR VISIT, PROTOCOL

OFFICER SPECULATED THERE MAY BE SOMETHING IN IT FOR

THE ARMY, E.G. EQUIPMENT OR MATERIAL.
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8. COMMENT: EVEN IF VISIT WERE ARRANGED ON SHORT

NOTICE, GOS HAS BEEN VERY CAREFUL TO CONCEAL DECISION
UNTIL ACTUAL DEPARTURE OF DELEGATION FROM PARAMARIBO,
BY WHICH TIME THERE HAD STILL BEEN NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT.
RANKING OFFICIALS WHO PRESUMABLY KNEW OF DECISION
(INCLUDING KOLADER) SAID NOTHING DURING CONTACTS WITH

US AND KOREAN AMBASSADORS DURING PAST THREE DAYS.
AMBASSADOR HAD APPOINTMENT WITH KOLADER AT 1300 ON

OCT. 1, WHICH HAD TO BE RESCHEDULED FOR 1500 BECAUSE
KOLADER WAS SUMMONED URGENTLY BY COMMANDER BOUTERSE.
IN MEETING AMBASSADOR, KOLADER MENTIONED (WITH

REQUEST FOR CLOSE HOLD) THAT HORB PLANNED TO TAKE
VACATION IN MIAMI AREA BEGINNING AROUND OCT . 15,

AND THAT MINISTRY WOULD BE SEEKING US FACILITATIVE
ASSISTANCE WHEN MORE DETAIL COULD BE PROVIDED.

9. COMPOSITION OF DELEGATION WOULD SUPPORT HYPOTHESIS
THAT MILITARY ASSISTANCE IS PRIMARY OBJECTIVE. ON

OTHER HAND, INVOLVEMENT OF HORB IS PUZZLING BECAUSE

HE REPUTEDLY HAS BEEN SENIOR OFFICIAL MOST CRITICAL

OF OVERTURES TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES.

10. VISIT TO NORTH KOREA WILL NOT BE WELL RECEIVED

BY MAJORITY OF SURINAMERS. ANY GOS ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN
WILL APPEAR FEEBLE AND FAR-FETCHED, IF NOT OMINOUS.
DECISION IS, HOWEVER, TYPICAL OF QUIXOTIC FASHION IN
WHICH GOS CONDUCTS ITS FOREIGN RELATIONS.

DUEMLING
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