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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PINT, NS, US 
SUBJ: SURINAME SITREP TWO: COB DECEMBER 9: MULTIPLE EXECUTIONS; 
RESIGNATION OF NEIJHORST GOVERNMENT 

REF: A) PARAMARIBO 2561; B) PARAMARIBO 2567 

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: AT 1330 LOCAL TIME DECEMBER 9, STATE 
RADIO ANNOUNCED THAT "A NUMBER" OF THOSE PERSONS 
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ARRESTED DECEMBER 8 IN CONNECTION WITH AN 
ALLEGED PLOT TO OVERTHROW THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP 
HAD BEEN SHOT "WHILE ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE". SAME 
BRAODCAST CARRIED ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESIGNATION OF 
NEIJHORST GOVERNMENT. ACTING PRESIDENT WAS ALSO 
EXPECTED TO QUIT. MULTIPLE EXECUTIONS MAY BE EXPECTED 
TO BRING SHARP PUBLIC REACTIONS. SIGNIFICANT ACTS OF 
VIOLENCE ARE NOT PROBABLE, HOWEVER, AND THERE IS NO 
IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS OR OTHER 
FOREIGNERS. 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Leonard Kusnitz, Senior 
Reviewer 
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BY AFTERNOON, MOST BUSINESS ACTIVITY HAD CEASED 
AND BAUXITE COMPANIES HAD BEGUN PHASED CLOSE DOWN OF 
THEIR OPERATIONS. ESSENTIAL SERVICES CONTINUED 
UNINTERRUPTED. END SUMMARY. 

3. STATE RADIO ANNOUNCED AT 1330 THAT "A NUMBER" OF 
PERSONS ARRESTED ON DECEMBER 8 IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
ALLEGED CHRISTMAS PLOT HAD BEEN SHOT DURING THE NIGHT 
"WHILE ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE". NO DETAILS WERE PROVIDED. 

4. RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT CONFIRMED WHAT WERE ALREADY 
WIDELY CIRCULATING RUMORS OF MULTIPLE DEATHS. WHILE 
COMPLETE OFFICIAL LIST OF THOSE PERSONS ARRESTED AND 
HELD IS NOT AVAILABLE, NAMES MENTIONED MOST OFTEN 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

CYRILL DAAL OF MOEDERBOND LABOR FEDERATION 
FRED DERBY OF C-47 LABOR FEDERATION 
A. KAMPERVEEN - OWNER OF RADIO STATION ABC 
J. KAMPERVEEN - RADIO ANNOUNCER AND SON OF A. K. 
JOZEF SLAGVEER - HEAD OF PRESS AGENCY INFORMA 
FNU RAHMAN - ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF NEWSPAPER DE WARE TIJD 
BRAAM BEHR - EDITOR OF NEWSPAPER MOKRO (RADICAL LEFT) 
G. LECKIE - DEAN, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FACULTY OF 
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UNIVERSITY OF SURINAME 
KENNETH GONCALVES - HEAD, BAR ASSOCIATION 
H.C. RIEDEWALD - LAWYER 
FNU RADIKISHUN (2) - MEMBERS OF FAMILY WHICH OWNS RADIO RADIKA 
E. HOOST - LAWYER 
J.K. BABOERAM - LAWYER 
S. RAMBOCUS - RECENTLY SENTENCED AS LEADER OF MARCH 

'82 COUP 
FNU SHOEMBAR - ALSO SENTENCED AS PARTICIPANT IN 82 COUP 

(COMMENT: EMBASSY SOURCES SUGGEST THAT OF THESE NAMES 
ALL WITH EXCEPTION OF DERBY ARE LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN SHOT.) 

5. "ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE" MOTIVE ANNOUNCED FOR SHOOTING 
DEATHS IS FEEBLE EFFORT TO COVER WHAT ARE GENERALLY BE-
LIEVED TO HAVE BEEN STARK EXECUTIONS. IN EARLY HOURS 
OF DECEMBER 9, SPORADIC SHOOTING WAS HEARD IN THE 
CENTER OF TOWN AND IT IS POSSIBLE THAT IT CAME FROM 
FORT ZEELANDIA BARRACKS WHERE ALL ARRESTEES WERE 
BELIEVED DETAINED. (THESHOOTING WAS LATER EXPLAINED 
BY GOS AS AN UNSCHEDULED MILITARY READINESS EXERCISE.)Q 
AT MID-DAY A LARGE CROWD HAD GATHERED AT ONE OF 
MAJOR HOSPITALS WHERE ACCORDING TO OBSERVERS, BETWEEN 
THIRTEEN AND TWENTY BODY BAGS HAD BEEN DELIVERED 
EARLIER IN DAY. 

6. AN ADDITIONAL TERSE ANNOUNCEMENT ON STATE RADIO 
AT 1330 MADE IT KNOWN THAT THE NEIJHORST GOVERNMENT 
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HAD RESIGNED. SUBSEQUENT BULLETIN SAID GOVERNMENT WAS 
"DISMISSED." THE ACTING PRESIDENT, FRED RAMDAT-MISIER, 
HAD TOLD THE DUTCH AMBASSADOR EARLIER IN THE DAY THAT 
HE WAS RESIGNING HIS POST. 

7. A HANDBILL WAS BEING DISTRIBUTED IN PARAMARIBO LATE 
ON DECEMBER 8 WHICH CHARACTERIZED GOS MILITARY ACTION 
AS "ACT OF TERROR" 
AND CALLED FOR WORKERS TO MOBILIZE 
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TO PROTECT THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. IT APPEALED TO 
WORKERS TO TAKE PART IN GENERAL STRIKE. WHILE THERE 
HAS BEEN NO IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO THE APPEAL, SURALCO 
AND BILLITON WORKERS HAVE WALKED OFF JOBS AND COMPANIES 
HAVE BEGUN AN ORDERLY CLOSING OF FACILITIES IN RESPONSE. 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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MOST BANKS CLOSED AFTER OPENING FOR SEVERAL HOURS 
IN MORNING; MAJOR DEPARTMENT STORES WERE CLOSED, AL-
THOUGH MANY SMALL BUSINESSES WERE STILL OPEN UNTIL 
MID-DAY. PRIVATE BUS SERVICE WAS AVAILABLE, ALTHOUGH 
THERE WERE FEW RIDERS. FERRY SERVICE APPEARED TO BE 
UNAFFECTED. WATER AND ELECTRIC SERVICES WERE 
CONTINUING. 

8. IN AFTERNOON RADIO BULLETINS: (1) BOUTERSE 
CALLED UPON ALL CITIZENS TO COOPERATE IN EFFORT TO 
RETURN THE COUNTRY TO NORMALITY; HE APPEALED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 	PARAMA 02568 02 OF 02 121559Z 

ESPECIALLY FOR RESUMPTION OF NORMAL WORK SCHEDULES. 
(2) PEOPLE'S COMMITTEES, REGIONAL AND DISTRICT COUN-
CILS, WOMEN AND YOUTH GROUPS WERE INVITED TO ATTEND 
A MASS RALLY ON DECEMBER 12. 
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9. COMMENT: THE SCALE OF THIS OUTRAGE PROBABLY PUTS 
IT BEYOND THE COMPREHENSION OF MOST SURINAMERS WHOSE 
SOCIETY HAS NOT EXPERIENCED SUCH CALLOUS BLOODSHED 
SINCE SLAVE DAYS. THE FIRST REACTIONS ARE STUNNED 
DISBELIEF. IT IS CLEAR THAT MOST WILL FIND BOUTERSE'S 
ACTIONS TOTALLY ALIEN AND REPELLENT. OUR ASSESSMENT, HOWEVER, 
IS THAT WHILE THE POPULACE WILL BE SHOCKED, IT WILL 
NOT IN THE NEAR TERM BE DRIVEN TO SIGNIFICANT 
ACTS OF VIOLENCE. WE DO NOT, THEREFORE, ANTICIPATE 
IMMEDIATE THREATS TO THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS. 
(AMBASSADOR MET WITH DIRECTOR OF MFA KOLADER ON 
MORNING OF DECEMBER 9 AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES 
THAT GOS WAS AWARE OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
COULD GUARANTEE SAFETY FOR AMERICANS HERE.) 
DUEMLING 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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