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ACTION ARA-16 

INFO OCT-00 ADS-00 INR-10 EUR-12 SS-10 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
H-01 NSC-01 NSAE-00 SY-05 HA-06 L-03 PM-09 
PA-01 MCT-02 ICAE-00 SP-02 SPRS-02 /080 W 
	 160042 011204Z /41 

R 301530Z APR 82 
FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8674 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMCONSUL MARTINIQUE 
AMCONSUL CURACAO 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
USCINCSO QUARRY HGTS PN 
USLO CARIBBEAN 

RELEASED IN FULL 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 PARAMARIBO 0945 

E.O. 12065: GDS 04/30/88 (LA ROCHE, RICHARD R.) OR-M 
TAGS: PEPR PGOV PINT NS 
SUBJECT: BOUTERSE PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. (U) SUMMARY: DURING AN APRIL 28 PRESS CONFERENCE, ARMY 
COMMANDER BOUTERSE SPOKE ON: SURINAME'S FUTURE POLITICAL 
COURSE; THE STATUS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT; FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS; THE RECALL OF SURINAME'S AMBASSADOR TO THE HAGUE; 
A RUMORED COUP ATTEMPT BY NAVAL PERSONNEL; AND THE INSTALLA-
TION OF TWO MINISTERS. IT WAS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT BOUTERSE 
WOULD VACATION IN GRENANDA FOR TWO WEEKS, BEGINNING MAY 1. 
GARRISON COMMANDER (MAJOR) ROY HORB WILL ASSUME COMMAND OF 
THE MILITARY AUTHORITY DURING BOUTERSE'S ABSENCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) ON APRIL 28, ARMY COMMANDER BOUTERSE HELD A NEWS 
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CONFERENCE WHICH WAS TELEVISED LATER ON THE SAME DAY. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY GARRISON COMMANDER HORB AND NEWLY-APPOINTED 
BATTALION COMMANDER BOERENVEEN. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION 
CONCERNING SURINAME'S POLITICAL COURSE, BOUTERSE REPLIED 
THAT, "IT IS A PROGRESSIVE COURSE AIMED AT THE REALIZATION 
OF THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE SURINAMESE PEOPLE. A COURSE 
WHEREBY THE PROFITS FROM OUR NATURAL RESOURCES WILL BENEFIT 
THE PEOPLE; A COURSE THAT WILL ESTABLISH AN ECONOMY CONTROLLED 
BY SURINAMERS, NOT AS BEFORE FEBRUARY 25, 1980 WHEN IT 
SERVED FOREIGN CAPITAL AND A SMALL PRIVILEGED GROUP. WE MADE 
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IT CLEAR ON MARCH 5, 1981 WHAT WE WILL DO, BUT THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF SOCIALISM CAN'T BE DONE IN A COUPLE OF YEARS. 
REVOLUTION GOES IN PHASES, AND THE PHASE IN WHICH WE NOW 
FIND OURSELVES IS CLEARLY ANTI-IMPERIALISTIC." CONCERNING 
THE ADOPTION OF A NEW CONSTITUTION, BOUTERSE SAID THAT IT 
WAS NOW UNDER STUDY AND ASKED THE POPULACE TO HAVE PATIENCE. 

3. (C) COMMENT: THE REAPPEARANCE OF THE WORD "SOCIALISM" 
AFTER A LONG PERIOD DURING WHICH IT WAS AVOIDED IN FAVOR OF 
LESS CONNOTATIVE TERMS, IS NOTEWORTHY. 

4. (U) BOUTERSE ADMITTED, IN RESPONSE TO ANOTHER QUESTION, 
THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY FRONT (RF) HAD ACCOMPLISHED VERY LITTLE, 
DUE TO A LACK OF UNITY AMONG ITS MEMBERS. HOWEVER, RECENT 
TALKS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF TWO LABOR GROUPS, C-47 AND 
THE FEDERATION OF POOR FARMERS (FAL) HAD IMPROVED CHANCES FOR 
UNITY AND HE URGED THE PEOPLE'S COMMITTEES AND OTHER MASS 
ORGANIZATIONS CONNECTED WITH THE RF TO WORK TOWARD GREATER 
COOPERATION WITHIN THE FRONT IN ORDER TO FURTHER THE REVO-
LUTION. 

5. (C) COMMMENT: THE RF WAS INTENDED TO BRING TOGETHER 
THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS (LABOR, STUDENTS) AND LEFTIST PARTIES 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE REVOLUTION. EVENTUALLY, IT WAS TO 
PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BOUTERSE'S 
"PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY." THUS FAR, THE EFFORT HAS FAILED 
MISERABLY. THE LEADERS OF THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS HAVE 
INDEED REFUSED TO COOPERATE AND PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE FRONT 
HAS BEEN APATHETIC. 

6. (U) THE ISSUE OF FREEDOM OF THE PRESS WAS ALSO RAISED. 
BOUTERSE SAID THE MA RECOGNIZED THE RIGHT OF PRESS FREEDOM 
AND HAD INCLUDED IT IN THE "TRANSITION CONSTITUTION." 
HOWEVER, "PRESS FREEDOM DOES NOT MEAN THAT PEOPLE CAN ACT 
IN LAWLESS DISREGARD FOR THE COMMUNITY. PRESS FREEDOM 
DOES NOT GIVE THE RIGHT TO UNDERMINE THE LEGAL GOVERNING 
AUTHORITY OR TO INCITE THE CITIZENRY ... WE CANNOT TOLERATE 
ALL SORTS OF GOSSIP WHILE WE ARE INVOLVED IN TRYING TO 

STABILIZE SITUATION HERE. ALL THAT WE ASK IS ROOM TO 
WORK." HORB ADDED THAT THE TRANSITION CONSTITUTION ALSO 
MAKES PROVISION FOR THE CURTAILMENT OF THE ESTABLISHED 
RIGHTS, SUCH AS FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, DURING STATES OF WAR 
OR EMERGENCY. HE REMINDED THE AUDIENCE THAT A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY CONTINUES TO EXIST, HENCE SOME RESTRAINT ON THE 
PART OF THE PRESS WOULD BE NECESSARY. 

7. (C) COMMENT: AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS HERE IS A SHAM. NEWS SOURCES ARE RESTRICTED, MA 
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SYMPATHIZERS CENSOR WHAT IS SHOWN ON TV, AND PUBLISHERS OF 
ARTICLES CRITICAL OF THE MILITARY OR ITS PROGRAMS ARE INTI-
MIDATED OR ARRESTED AND IN SOME INSTANCES, PAPERS HAVE BEEN 
TEMPORARILY SHUT DOWN. THE GUARANTEE OF PRESS FREEDOM IN THE 
TRANSITION CONSTITUTION IS EMASCULATED BY THE CAVEAT CONCERNING 
LIMITATIONS DURING A STATE OF EMERGENCY. 
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INFO OCT-00 ADS-00 INR-10 EUR-12 SS-10 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
H-01 NSC-01 NSAE-00 SY-05 HA-06 L-03 PM-09 
PA-01 MCT-02 ICAE-00 SP-02 SPRS-02 /080 W 
	 160044 011203Z /41 

R 301530Z APR 82 
FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8675 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOTN 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN AQEIE 
AMCONSUL MARTINIQUE 
FUEHCR/AMCONSUL CURACAO 700 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
USCINCSO QUARRY HGTS PN 
USLO CARIBBQAN 
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8. (U) CONCERNING THE REPLACEMENT OF SURINAME'S AMBASSADOR 
TO THE NETHERLANDS, HANS PRADE, BOUTERSE SAID IT HAD BEEN 
UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR SOME TSME. INITIALLY, THE MA WAS 
DISSATISFIED WITH PRADE FOR HIS FAILURE TO CREATE A WORKABLE 
STRUCTURE WITHIN THE EMBASSY IN THE HAGUE AND FOR HIS CRITICAL 
STATEMENTS CONCERNING HIS SUPERIORS AND THE DEVELOPMENTS IN 
SURINAME. ACCORDING TO BOUTERSE, "PRADE TOO OFTEN EXPRESSED 
HIS PERSONAL OPINIONS AND DID NOT DEPORT HIMSELF AS A 
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DIPLOMAT." RECENTLY, A NUMBER OF ACTIONS HAD ADDED TO THE 
MA'S DISENCHANTMENT WITH PRADE: HE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE HAD 
CONTACT WITH RAMBOCUS DURING THE COUP ATTEMPT AND RECEIVED 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIM; HE INFORMED SOME POLITICAL LEADERS 
IN HOLLAND (FALSELY) THAT THE MA HAD BEEN LIQUIDATED BY THE 
COUP PLOTTERS; AND HE GREETED THE DUTCH AMBASSDOR TO 
SURINAME AT THE AMSTERDAM AIRPORT WHEN THAT AMBASSADOR WAS 
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RECALLED FOR CONSULTATION FOLLOWING THE RAMBOCUS/HAWKER 
AFFAIR. 

9. (C) COMMENT: WE REPORTED IN MARCH THAT THE MA PLANNED 
TO REPLACE PRADE, BUT ACTION WAS NOT TAKEN UNTIL NOW. WE 
SUSPECTED THAT PRADE WAS TOO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
CHIN A SEN GOVERNMENT TO RETAIN THE TRUST OF THE MA. 

10. (U) RUMORED COUP ATTEMPT: BOUTERSE SAID HE WISHED TO 
LAY TO REST THAT THERE HAD BEEN A COUP ATTEMPT MOUNTED 
BY MEMBERS OF SURINAME'S NAVY. HE ADMITTED THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN SOME INSTANCES OF MISCONDUCT BY A SMALL NUMBER (LESS 
THAN TEN) OF NAVAL PERSONNEL BUT CLAIMED IT HAD NOT BEEN 
PART OF A COUP ATTEMPT AND THAT THE EPISODE WAS NOW UNDER 
INVESTIGATION. 

11. (C) COMMENT: EMBASSY HAD SOME INFORMATION TO THE 
EFFECT THAT THE INCIDENT INVOLVED THE COMMANDEERING OF ONE 
OF THE NAVAL PATROL BOATS BY A NUMBER OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
FOR WHAT AMOUNTED TO A JOY RIDE. WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT 
IT WAS INTENDED AS A COUP ATTEMPT. 

12. (U) BOUTERSE ANNOUNCED THE APPOINTMENT OF TWO MINISTERS. 
LT. IVAN GRAANOOGST WAS NAMED MINISTER OF ARMY, POLICE AND 
INFORMATION. SGT. HARDJOPRAJDTNO IS TO ASSUME THE DUTIES OF 
MINISTER OF CULTURE, YOUTH, SPORTS AND PEOPLE'S MOBILIZATION. 

13. (U) COMMENT: GRAANOOGST WAS APPOINTED MINISTER OF 
YOUTH, CULTURE, SPORTS AND INFORMATION ON MARCH 31. HE HAS 
NMW BEEN SWITCHED TO ARMY AND POLICE BUT RETAINS THE 
INFORMATION FINCTION. HARDJOPRAJITNO REPLACES GRAANOOGST 
WITH ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR "PEOPLE'S MOBILIZA- 
TION." BOTH GRAANOOGST AND HARDJOPRAJITNO WERE MEMBERS OF 
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COUNCIL (NMR), WHICH REPORTEDLY, IS 
SCHEDULED FOR ABOLISHMENT. THE MA APPEARS BUSY FINDING NEW, 
APPROPRIATELY SIGNIFICANT, POSTS FOR EX-NMR MEMBERS. 
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14. (U) MAY 1, ARMY COMMANDER BOUTERSE WILL BEGIN A TWO-WEEK 
VACATION IN GRENADA. ACCORDING TO BOUTERSE: "I HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN FASCINATED BY THE SIMPLICITY OF GRENADA AND HAVE BUILT 
UP A CERTAIN CIRCLE OF FRIENDS THERE." DURING HIS ABSENCE, 
THE MA WILL BE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF GARRISON COMMANDER 
HORB. 

15. (C) COMMENT: THIS IS A POTENTIALLY WORRISOME DEVELOPMENT. 
BOUTERSE, WHO HAS BEEN UNDER CONSTANT (AT THE TIME OF THE COUP, 
ACUTE) MENTAL STRESS DURING THE PAST TWO MONTHS, IS PSYCHOLOG-
ICALLY PRIMED TO BE OPEN TO THE STROKING WHICH BISHOP AND OTHERS 
IN HIS "CIRCLE OF FRIENDS" (WHICH MAY WELL EXTEND BEYOND 
GRENADIANS) ARE ABLE TO LIKELY TO ADMINISTER. IF BOUTERSE IS AS 
SUGGESTIBLE AS WE HAVE OFTEU BEEN TOLD HE IS, THE OPTIMUM CIRCUM-
STANCES WILL BE PRESENT FOR BISHOP AND OTHERS TO PERSUADE BOUTERSE 
OF THE BENEFITS OF CUBAN OR GRENADIAN SOCIALISM. IT IS ALSO 
POSSIBLE, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO EVYDENCE, THAT BOUTERSE MAY EVEN 
TRAVEL ON TO HAVANA DURING THIS "VACATION" TRIP. 
LA ROCHE 
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