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. WILL-SUBSTANT/ATED RUMORS OF A COUNTER-COUP DISCOYERED AND
THWARTEQ BY THE NATIONAL MILITARY COUNCIL (NMC) LAST WEEKEND AKE
CiRCULATING THROUSH PARAMARIEO. MINISTER PRESJDENT CHIN A SEN IS
SCHEDULED TO AODKISS THE NATION ON TELEVISION TONIGHT, AND INFORMED
SPEZCULATION IS THAT HE w]JLL ANNOUNCE A STATE OF EMERGENCY AND MARTIAL
LAW. WHILE PRESENT SITUATION DOES NOT RPT NOT SEEM TO INDICATE

THAT THIS MIGHT CAUSE QUTBREZAK OF CiVIe DISTURBANCE, MILITARY HEZRE

i§ OBVIOUSLY AFFECTED WITH BAD CASE OF JITTERS. CONSEQUENTLY, WI ARE
PREPARING CONTINGENCY “STAY OFF THE STREETS™ NOTICE FOR U.S.
CITIizENS, THOUGH AT PRESENT CONSJDER LIKELIHOOD OF HAVING TO st IT

18, HOPEFULLY, REMOTE. .

3. ACCORDIMG TQ JNFORMATION FROM SEVERAL USUALLY-RZLIABLE SOURCES A
FORMER ARMY OFFICER NOW RESJDENT IN HOLLAND, (FNU) :
0 RMS K I RK, WAS ARRESTED BY NMC IN ALBINIA {ON BORDER RIVER

BETWEEN SURINAME AND FRENCH GUIANA) .MAY 3 AND SHOT. ORMSKIRT A MONTH
AGO TOLD DUTCH NEWSPAPERS THAT HE, PRIOR TO FEB, 25 MILITARY MJTINY,

HAD BEEN PLANNTNGZ—A COUP D'ETAT OF HIS OWN, SCHEDULED FOR EARLY
SPRING (EASTER).:
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b. WE KNOW ALSO FROM FIRST-HAND OBSERVATION AND REPORTS THAT  MiLITARY
ACTIVITY WAS CONSJDERABLY HEIGHTENED AT MEMRE BOEKOE KAZERNE HEN\
OURING THE WEEKEND WITH RIGID SECURITY MEASURES REINTRODUCED, THROUG
THERE WERE FEW SIGNS IN TOWN ITSELF. WE ALSO KNOW THAT SENIOR
PARLIAMENTARIANS -- INCLUDING FORMER OPPOSITION LEADER JAGGERNATH
LACHMON -- WERE PICKED UP FOR QUESTIONING, ALLEGEDLY SINCE THEIR
NAMES APPEARED ON ORMSKIRK'S LISTS., '

| NM
INGLY FRUSTRATED BY DIFFICULTIES FACING 1T
[ZING THE ARMY INTO AN EFFECTIVE FIGHTLING
IDEOLOGICAL GULF BETWEEN NMC MEMBERS.|

MC JTSELF APPEARS INUREAS-
, ESPECIALLY IN REORGAN-
-FORCE, AND BY WIDENING

OVERALL ATTITUDE REGARDING CHIN A SEZN'S
MAY 1 SPEECH SEEMS TO BE "WAIT AND SEE, ™ QVEALL LEVEL OF UNEASE HAS
BEEN RAISED AND MANY MORE BITTER ANTI-NMC COMMENTS ARE BEING
HEARD PRIVATELY.

8. POLIJTICALLY, SITUATION IS UNCLEAR. SURINAMESE ARE GENCRAL Ly
CHARACTERIZED AS A RELATIVELY PASSiIVE FOLK, WHICH WOU.D TEND 70O
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