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ACTION ARA-16

INFO OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 INR-10 EUR-01 S8S-10 CIAE-00
H-01 10-15 NSCE-00 NSAE-00 SSO-00 SY-06 HA-08
L-03 TRSE-00 PM-09 PA-01 MCT-02 INRE-00 ACDA-12
SYE-00 SP-02 SNP-01 PRS-01 /099 W

------------------ 115365 2515497 /43

O 251336Z FEB 83

FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO RELEASED IN FULL

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9694

INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA

AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN

AMEMBASSY CARACAS

AMCONSUL CURACAO

USMISSION GENEVA

AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE

AMEMBASSY KINGSTON

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN

USIA WASHDC 0509

DIA WASHINGTON DC//

COMUSFORCARIB

USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN

CONFIDENTIAL PARAMARIBO 0536
USIA FOR AR
GENEVA FOR UNHCR

E.O. 12356: DECL: 02/24/96

TAGS: PINS, NS

SUBJECT: GOS ANNOUNCEMENTS CONCERNING TWO MINISTERS ARRESTED
IN ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOT

REF: A) PARAMARIBO 0316, B) PARAMARIBO 0398 C) PARAMARIBO 0362
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1. (U) FEBRUARY 23 TELEVISION NEWS AND NEXT MORNING'S
EDITION OF DAILY "DE WARE TIJD" CARRIED BRIEF ANNOUNCE-
MENTS OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN CASES OF FORMER
MINISTERS HARDJOPRAJITNO AND SARIMAN, WHO WERE TAKEN
INTO CUSTODY ON JANUARY 30 ALONG WITH MAJOR ROY HORB
AND 18 OTHERS ON CHARGES OF INVOLVEMENT IN ASSASSINA-
TION PLOT AGAINST BOUTERSE AND OTHER MILITARY LEADERS
(REF A).

2. (U) ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, HARDJOPRAJITNO IS
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NOW UNDER ARREST AFTER CONFESSING TO INVOLVEMENT IN
PLOT. CONFESSION CAME AFTER HE WAS CONFRONTED WITH
STATEMENTS FROM OTHERS INVOLVED, BUT NO DETAILS WERE
GIVEN. SARIMAN WAS REPORTEDLY RELEASED DUE TO INSUF-
FICIENT EVIDENCE.

3. (C) COMMENT: THIS IS ONLY SECOND, BRIEF, UPDATE

ISSUED BY GOS CONCERNING ARRESTS OF THESE TWO MINISTERS.
RELEASE OF SARIMAN DUE TO INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE MAY BE
VIEWED BY GOS AS MEANS TO PERSUADE POPULACE THAT IT IS
ADHERING TO LEGAL NORMS IN ITS HANDLING OF CASE.

SIMILARLY, ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO PROVE THAT MAJOR HORB'S
DEATH IN PRISON WAS SUICIDE, BY TELEVISING POLICE RE-
CONSTRUCTION OF EVENTS SURROUNDING HIS DEATH (REF C).
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