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RELEASE IN FULL 

EXDIS DECAPTIONED 

E.O. 12065: GDS 03/18/88 (LA ROCHE, RICHARD R.) OR-M 
TAGS: PINS PINT MOPS NS NL 
SUBJECT: MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR HOEKMAN 

REF: PARAMARIBO 0524 

1. (C) - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. CHARGE MET WITH AMBASSADOR HOEKMAN AT DUTCH EMBASSY MARCH 18 
SHORTLY AFTER BOUTERSE BRIEFING (REFTEL). HOEKMAN LINGERED BEHIND 
AT THE END OF BRIEFING IN ORDER TO TELL BOUTERSE ON INSTRUCTIONS 
THAT HIS RECALL HAD BEEN SPECIFICALLY INTENDED TO CARRY DUTCH 
CONCERN OVER HAWKER EXECUTION WHICH THE GON FOUND "UNACCEPTABLE." 
HOEKMAN SAID FURTHER THAT THE GON HOPED IT WAS AN ISOLATED INCI-
DENT AND "EXPECTED" IT NOT TO BE REPEATED. BOUTERSE, ACCORDING TO 
HOEKMAN, SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGED HOEKMAN'S REMARKS AS BEING "QUITE 
CLEAR." 
(HOEKMAN LEAVES FOR HOLLAND ON MARCH 19 ON CONSULTATIONS: HE SAID 
HE EXPECTED TO RETURN ON MARCH 26.) 

3. IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH CHARGE, HOEKMAN GAVE VIEW THAT THE 
HAWKER EXECUTION WAS A BLUNDER OF SERIOUS PROPORTIONS WHICH 
BOUTERSE WAS TURNING INTO A MORE DAMAGING EVENT RHOUGH HIS ATTEMPT 
TO PROVIDE LEGAL JUSTIFICATION RETROACTIVELY. IN HIS OPINION, IT 
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WOULD HAVE BEEN WISER AND MORE COURAGEOUS (AND MORE PALATABLE TO 
BOTH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES) FOR BOUTERSE TO HAVE 
ADMITTED THE KILLING AS A REGRETTABLE MISTAKE DONE IN HEAT OF 
BATTLE. 

4. HOEKMAN THOUGHT THAT BOUTERSE'S ACTIONS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS 
WERE CERTAIN TO AFFECT FUTURE BILATERAL RELATIONS BETWEEN HOLLAND 
AND SURINAME AND FURTHER IMPRUDENCE OR POSSIBLE DEFIANCE (IN 
LIGHT OF THE UNAMBIGUOUS DUTCH WARNING) COULD LEAD TO A REVIEW OF 
THE TOTALITY OF THE RELATIONSHIP. HOEKMAN WAS NOT SURE WHO HAD 
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BOUTERSE'S EAR JUST NOW -- HE REPEATED THAT HE WAS CONVINCED THAT 
BOUTERSE TENDED TO ACT ON THE ADVICE OF THE "LAST PERSON IN THE 
DOOR" -- BUT HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE POSSIBILITY THAT ACTING ON 
ADVICE FROM THE LEFT AND FOLLOWING THROUGH ON THE THEME OF 
RESISTING NEO-COLONIALISM BOUTERSE MIGHT CAST OFF FROM HOLLAND 
ALTOGETHER. HOEKMAN ADMITTED THAT BOUTERSE REMAINED INSCRUTABLE 
TO HIM AND HE HAD GIVEN UP TRYING TO PREDICT THE LATTER'S BEHAVIOR. 
COMMENT: THE MEETING WITH HOEKMAN TOOK PLACE BEFORE THE RADIO 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY HORB IN WHICH HE READ THE MARCH 11 DECREES WHICH 
DECLARE A STATE OF WAR AND DESCRIBE THE WORKIGNGS OF THE SO-
CALLED "MILITARY COURT IN THE FIELD." END COMMENT. 

5. HOEKMAN, ASKED WHAT RECOMMENDATIONS HE WAS CARRYING HOME, SAID 
THAT HE FELT THAT IN HIS VIEW IT WAS TIME THAT THE GON DID A 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF ALL ASPECTS OF DUTCH AID TO SURINAME. HE SAID 
HE WOULD FIRST ASSESS THE MOOD OF HIS MINISTER AND THEN PROBABLY 
RECOMMEND THAT SUBSTANTIVE DUTCH AID BE EMPLOYED AS A LEVER. 
HOEKMAN WOULD, ON THE OTHER HAND, INTENSIFY DUTCH COOPERATION IN 
THE FIELDS OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE. AS TWO EXAMHLES OF HIS 
THINKING, HE SAID IN CONFIDENCE (PROTECT) THAT HE LEARNED THAT THE 
SURINAME NEWS AGENCY WAS FINANCIALLY PRESSED AND WAS ARREARS IN ITS 
PAYMENTS TO THE DUTCH NEWS AGENCY ANP. HOEKMAN WAS ATTEMPTING TO 
FIND A WAY THE GON COULD COVER THE DEBT AND BEYOND THAT, OF 
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ESTABLISHING AN ANP TICKER IN PARAMARIBO UNDER EMBASSY AUSPICES. 
THE OBJECTIVE WOULD BE TO MAKE ANP ITEMS AVAILABLE TO THE NEWSPAPERS 
OR BROADCAST MEDIA WHO WANTED THEM. 
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EXDIS 

6. THE AMBASSADOR SAID ALSO THAT DURING THE RECENT PERIOD AS LOCAL 
PRESS CAME MORE AND MORE UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL HE KNEW THAT 
MORE SURINAMERS WERE TURNING IN TO BROADCASTS BY RADIO HOLLAND 
(WERELD OMROEP). HE WOULD RECOMMEND TO INCREASE ITS COVERAGE OF 
EVENTS IN SURINAME. 

7. HOEKMAN EXPECTED THE DUTCH MOD TO RESIST ANY PROPOSAL TO ADJUST 
THE CURRENT FLOW OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE -- HE POINTED OUT THAT 
THE NATIONAL ARMY WAS LIKELY TO SEEK REPLACEMENTS SOON FOR 
EQUIPMENT DAMAGED AND AMMUNITION EXPENDED DURING THE COUP -- AND 
ANTICIPATED THE ARGUMENT. THEY WILL ASK, "IF WE DON'T THEN 
WHO?" HE KNEW ANY DECISIONS TAKEN ON ADJUSTMENTS IN AID FLOW, 
ECONOMIC OR MILITARY WOULD BE POLITICAL; HE INTENDED, NEVERTHE-
LESS, TO INTRODUCE THE HUMAN RIGHTS ARGUMENTS WHICH COMPLICATED 
AS THEY WERE, HE FELT HAD TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. 

8. DETAILS OF THE COUP: HOEKMAN REVEALED (PROTECT) THAT THE 
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SINGLE SOLDIER IMPLICATED IN THE COUP WHO BOUTERSE HAD SAID IN 
HIS MORNING BRIEFING REMAINED AT LARGE WAS, IN FACT, SGT. MOHABIR 
WHO 

(#) 

ONE OF SEVERAL 
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MEN WHO FLED THE MEMRE BOEKOE KASERNE WITH RAMBOCUS ON MARCH 12 
RETURNED TO PARAMARIBO AND WENT STRAIGHT TO THE DUTCH EMBASSY TO 
ASK ASSISTANCE. HOEKMAN SAW NO NEED TO GO INTO DETAILS BUT SAID 
HE FACILITATED MOHABIR'S ESCAPE BY ALERTING FRENCH (THROUGH THE 
HAGUE) WHO ALLOWED MOHABIR TO ENTER FRENCH GUIANA AND LET HIM 
ABOARD A FLIGHT TO FRANCE. HOEKMAN SUGGESTED OUR DATT IN THE HAGUE 
MIGHT WANT TO BE IN TOUCH WITH DUTCH MOD TO ASK FOR RESULTS OF 
DEBRIEFING. 

9 PROFESSOR OEMRAWSINGH: HOEKMAN SAID OEMRAWSINGH HAD BEEN IN 
CONTACT WITH HIM DIRECTLY TWICE (HE DID NOT GIVE DATES). WHEN HE 
FIRST MET THE PROFESSOR, HOEKMAN WAS STRUCK BY HIS "WILD" LOOK. 
ON THE SECOND OCCASION (A PHONE CALL), HOEKMAN CUT OEMRAWSINGH 
SHORT SAYING FURTHER CONTACT WAS INAPPROPRIATE. OEMRAWSINGH HAD 
TOLD HOEKMAN HE HAD BEEN TO VISIT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY "AMONG 
OTHERS." HOEKMAN THOUGHT THAT OEMRAWSINGH MIGHT HAVE TOLD OTHERS 
OF HIS CO-CONSPIRATORS INCLUDING RAMBOCUS, THAT THE US AND HOLLAND 
WERE SYMPATHETIC TO THE COUP PLOTTERS' CAUSE AND MAY EVEN HAVE 
IMPLIED THAT IN A CRISIS, AID OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER MIGHT BE 
FORTHCOMING FROM BOTH GOVERNMENTS. HOEKMAN HAD SEVERAL REPORTS 
ON OEMRAWSINGH'S DEATH BUT THEY CONFLICTED AND HE WAS NOT SURE 
OF THE ACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES. POISON HAD CERTAINLY BEEN FOUND 
DURING THE AUTOPSY; HOEKMAN HAD HEARD THAT THERE WERE ALSO 
SLASHES ON OEMRAWSINGH'S WRISTS AND HEELS AND FURTHER, THAT 
THERE WERE BULLET WOUNDS. HOEKMAN ASKED US FOR ANY CORROBORATING 
INFORMATION WE COULD TURN UP IN SUPPORT OF BOUTERSE'S ALLEGATIONS 
THAT PLOTTERS HAD TRIED SEVERAL TIMES TO STAGE AN ASSASSINATION 
OF THE MA. 

10. COMMENT: HOEKMAN HAS BEEN CONSISTENT IN HIS ARGUMENTS TO THE 
GON FOR MORE DECISIVE CONDUCT OF ITS RELATIONS WITH SURINAME. 
DURING THIS TRIP HOME WITH HEIGHTENED ATTENTION AMONG THE DUTCH 
PUBLIC AND POLITICAL PARTIES, HOEKMAN MAY, DEPENDING ON HIS 
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MINISTER'S MOOD, FIND GREATER RECEPTIVITY FOR HIS IDEAS ABOUT 
HOW BOUTERSE SHOULD BE DEALT WITH. HE IS, ABOVE ALL, A REALIST 
WHO UNDERSTANDS THE POLITICAL CONTEXT AT HOME AND HAS FULL KNOW- 
LEDGE OF THE RISKS INVOLVED IN PUSHING BOUTERSE TO THE "BRINK." 
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APPARENTLY FIRM HANDLING IS WHAT HE WILL PRESCRIBE. END COMMENT. 

11. DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPEAT AS APPROPRIATE. 
LA ROCHE 

NOTE BY OC/T: (#) OMISSION. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 
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