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E.O. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, MILI, NS 
SUBJECT: MILITARY REBELLION IN SURINAME: STATUS REPORT 

REF: PARAMARIBO 0315 (NOTAL) 

I. SITUATION 11:00 A.M. LOCAL TIME: CAPTURED GUNBOAT HAS 
DESTROYED POLICE HEADQUARTERS. SEVERAL OF THE SURINAMESE 
DEFENSE FORCE'S FIVE "SARACEN4-TYPE ARMORED CARS, CONTROL',.E0 

BY THE REBELS, ARE PATROLLING DOWNTOWN PARAMARIBO, FIRING 
.50 CALIBER BURSTS INTO THE AIR. STREETS, WHICH UNIT, A 
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E.O. 12O65 N/A 
TAS PINT, MILl, NS 
SU8JEC MILITARY RE&E'LLJO!V I/V SURI/VAME: STATUS REPORT 

REF PARAMARIBO 015 (NOTAL) 

1. SITUATION 1100 A,M. LOCAL TH1E CAPTURED GUNBOAT HAS 
DESTROYED POLICE HEAOOUARTERS. SEVERAL OF THE SURINAMESE 
DEFENSE FORCE'S FIVE "SARACEN'-TYPE ARMORED CARS, CONTROL'..ED 

BY THE REBELS, ARE PATROLLING DOWNTOWN PARAMARIBO, FIRING 
.50 CALIBER BURSTS INTO THE AIR. STREETS, WHICH UNTI. A 
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BUSINESS NORMALLy, HAVt kiel e&AP7T4Ei.:04eSMINIT :NCO3 S"Ptthe
TAKEN OVER THE LOCAL TELEPHONE COMPANY AND; WE UNOERSTAND, 
ARE BLOCKING SOME OUTGOING OVERSEAS CALLS. SINCE THEY AR£ 
IN CONTROL OF ALMOST ALL ARMS AVAILABLE WITHIN JHE COUNTRY,, THERE 
IS NO EFFECTIVE FORCE TO OPPOSE THE GROUP, SMALL THOUGH IT IS: 

2. THE DISSIDENTS HAVE ALSO, WE UNDERSTAND FROM 
i5,ELIABLE SOURCES, TAKEN OVER THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 
AT ZANDERIJ AND HAVE SAID THAT "ALL AIRPLANES SHOUi.D LEAVE." 
WE HAVE ND FURTHER INFORMATION AS TO WHY, BUT DUTCH 
EMBASSY STRONGLY SUGGESTS THE THREE AGAR AfRPLANES DEPART 
AS SOON'AS POSSIBLE, EVEN THOUGH THIS MIGHT MEAN CANCELLING 
LAUNCH. SDUADRON COMMANDER COL. WARD, HERE WITH MISSION, 
CONCURS. VHUS, PER TELCOM WITH WPAFB WE ARE ATTEMPTING ARRANGE 
TRANSPORT 
FOR CREWS TO,AIRPORT ASAP, WILL ADVISE BY FLASH CABLE WHEN GROUND 
TRANSPORTATION LEAVES FOR AIRPORT, AIRCRAFT WILL TRY TO CONTACT WPAFB 
VIA HF RADIO AS SOON AS OPERATIONAL, OUTCH, INCLUDING 
MILITARY MISSION, FEEL CONFIDENT THAT CONVOY SHOULD- BE 
ABLE TO GET THROUGH TO AIRPORT WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

3. OVERALL SITUATION: AT LEAST SIX CIVILIANS REPORTEDLY 
WERE KILLECI IN SHELLING OF POLICE HEADDUARTERS. WE UNDER-
STAND REBELS ALSO ATTEMPTED TO CAPTURE MINISTER PRESIDENT 
HENK ARRON IN THEIR 2:00 A.M. COUP, BUT THAT HE ESCAPEO. 
ONE RUMOR REPORTS HIM NOW IN CURACAO. FONOFF PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY 

HEINEMANN REPORTS THAT OLTON VAN GENDEREN IS ACTING MINISTER PRESIDENT 

WE UNDERSTAND OTHER GOVERNMENT MINISTERS HAVE ALSO TAKEN REFUGE, 
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. NO INFORMATION ON PRESIDENT FERRIER, THOUGH DUTCH 
REPORT A 
UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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REBEL ARMORED CAR OUTSIDE THEIR EMBASSY FIRING AT 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. AT LEASE ONE RADIO STATION ALSO 
TAKEN OVER BY REBELS, AND ALL BUT TWO ARE NOW OFF THE AIR. MINOR 
LOOTING WHICH BROKE OUT DOWNTOWN EARLIER THIS MORNING HAS BEEN 

SUPPRESSED BY ARMORED CARS ANO A FEW REBEL TROOPS PATROLLING THE 
STREETS. 

t-t. THOUGH WE ARE NOT IN CONTACT WITH THE REBELS AND DO NCT 
KNOW FOR CERTAIN WHAT THEY PLAN. NEXT, A LOCAL CONTACT WHO 
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BUSINESS NORMALLY, H/ D S?EM CO'SA 
TAKEN OVER THE LOCAL TELEPHOC COMPANY AND; WE UNDERSTAND, 
ARE BLOCKING SOME OUTGOING OVERSEAS CALLS. SINCE THEY ARE 
IN CONTROL OF ALMOST ALL ARMS AVAILABLE WITHIN JHE COUNTRY, THERE 
IS NO EFFECTIVE FORCE TO OPPOSE THE GROUP, SMALL THOUGH IT IS 

2. THE DISSIDENTS HAVE ALSO, WE UNDERSTAND PROM 
SELIABL.E SOURCES, TAKEN OVER THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
AT ZANDERIJ AND HAVE SAID THAT WALL AIRPLANES SHOULD LEAVES' 

HAVE NO, FURTHER INFORMATION AS TO WHY, BUT DUTCH 
EMBASSY STRONGLY SUGGESTS THE THREE AGAR AIRPLANES DEPART 
AS SSOO'NAS POSSIBLE, EVEN THOUGH THIS MIGHT MEAN CANCELLING 
LAUNCH. SQUADRON COMMANDER COL. WARD, HERE WITH MISSION, 
CONCURS IHUS, PER TELCN WITH WPAFB WE ARE ATTEMPTING ARRANGE 
TRANSPORT 
FOR CREWS TOAIRPORT ASAP, WILL ADVISE BY FLASH CABLE WHEN GROUND 
TRANSPORTATION LEAVES FOR AIRPORT. AIRCRAFT WILL TRY TO CONTACT WPAFB 
VIA HF RADIO AS SOON AS OPERATIONAL. DUTCH, INCLUDING 
MILITARY MISSION, FEEL CONFIDENT THAT CONVOY SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO GET THROUGH TO AIRPORT WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

. OVERALL SITUATION AT LEAST SIX CIVILIANS REPORTEDLY 
WERE KILLED IN SHELLING OF POLICE HEADQUARTERS. WE UNDER- 
STAND REBELS ALSO ATTEMPTED TO CAPTURE MINISTER PRESIDENT 
HENK ARRON IN THEIR 2tOO A.M. COUP, BUT THAT HE ESCAPED. 
ONE RUMOR REPORTS HIM NOW IN CURACAO. FONOFF PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY 

HEINE1ANN REPORTS THAT OLTON VAN GENOEREN IS ACTING MINISTER PRESIDENT 

WE UNDERSTAND OTHER GOVERNMENT MINISTERS HAVE ALSO TAKEN REFUGE, 
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. NO INFORMATION ON PRESIDENT FERRIER, THOUGH DUTCH 
REPORT A 
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REBEL ARMORED CAR OUTSIDE THEIR EMBASSY FIRING AT 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. AT LEASE ONE RADIO STATI(;N ALSO 
TAKEN OVER BY REBELS, AND ALL BUT TWO ARE NOW OFF THE AIR. MINOR 
LOOTING WHICH BROKE OUT DOWNTOWN EARLIER THIS MORT\1NG HAS BEEN 

SUPPRESSED BY ARMORED CARS AND A FEW REBEL TROOPS PATROLLING THE 
STREETS. 

4. THOUGH WE ARE NOT IN CONTACT WITH THE REBELS AND DO NOT 
KNOW FOR CERTAIN WHAT THEY PLAN NEXT, A LOCAL CONTACT WHO 
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HAS BEEN MONITtNIMI"THE RICIO FgrOUENCY i1SED• ef'ilit REBELS 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH T-HE GUNBOAT TELLS.US THE NEXT STEP 
WILL BE TO SHELL FORT ZEELANDIA, THE OLD mUSEUM WHERE 
LOYAL ARMY OFFICERS REPORTEDLY.ARE.GATHEREQ, IF 
DEMANDS ARE NOT MET7 WHAT THOSE DEMANDS MI.GHT BE WE DO ' 
NOT KNOW. 

S. DUTCH EMBASSY'S VIEW, IN wHICH WE CONCUR, IS THAT THIS 
IS PURELY AN INTERNAL 'MATTER AND THERE IS NO REPEAT NO 
THREAT TO FOREIGNERS (INCLUDING EMBASSY PERSONNEL) EXCEPT 
FROM STRAY ROUNDS. WE ARE PREPARING STANDFAST NOTICE AND HAVE TOLD 
ALL AMCITS CALLING THAT BEST THING IS TO SIMPLY STAY HOME, 

6. WE ALSO CONCUR WITH DUTCH VIEW THAT REBELS HAVE ALMO6T 
NO POLITICAL OR POPULAR SUPPORT, THOUGH OPPORTUNISTIC UNION 
LEADERS WHO SUPPORTED THEM FOR THEIR OWN ENti)S MIGHT SEEK TO 
CAPITALIZE ON CURRENT TROUBLES OR, DUTCH SPECULATE, OPPOSITION 
LEADER,JAGGERNATH LACHMON -- WHO HAS BEEN IN NO WAY INVOLVED, ' 
SO FA11 AS WE ARE AWARE -- MTGHT STEP IN, CALL FOR PEACE ANO 
ORDER AND FORM NEW GOVERNMENT. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NO MORE 
THAN SPECU(.ATION AT THIS POINT SINCE REBEL DEMANDS ARE 
UNCLEAR, IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE, OF COURSE, THAT VAN GENDEREN 
(WHO IS POPULAR FIGURE) MAY BE ABLE TO RLACATE REBELS. 

: tilifCCASSZF:10:1 • 

7. DUTCH ALSO TELL 'JS THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY 
REQUEST FROM GOS FOR ASSISTANCE -- OR INDEED ,BEEN IN TOUCH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 PARAMA 00,317 01 CF 02 251929Z 
• 

WITH SENIOR GOS OFFICIALS THIS MORNING -- BUT THAT IF SUCH 

A REOUEST WERE 

THEY WOULD OF COURSE HAVE TO 
CONSULT WITH THE HAGUE, VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR ALSO TELLS US THAT 
HE HAS, AT GOV REQUEST, NnTIFIED FONOFF THAT GOV WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO ASSIST 
IF REQUESTED BY GOS, BUT GhVE NO FURTHER DETAILS. 

8. FOR 4950TH TEST WING: WE ARE NOW ATTEMPTING SEND FIVE 
MAN USAF ADVANCE GROUP TO AIRPORT TO PREPARE AIRCRAFT FOR 
DEPARTURE, AND WILL ADVISE FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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HAS BEEN MONITI'TH OUCf SED° B'f'Tt REBELS 
TO COMMUNICATE 'wITH T-HE GUNBOAT TELLS US THE NEXT STEP 
WILL BE TO SHELL FORE ZEELANDIA, THE OLD MUSEUM WHERE 
LOYAL ARMY OFFICERS REPORTEOLY.RE,GATHEREO, IF 
DEMANDS ARE NOT METv WHAT THOSE DEMANDS MGHT BE WE DO 
NOT KNOW. 

. DUTCH EMBASSY'S VIEW, IN WHICH WE COPCUR, IS THAT THIS 
IS PURELY AN INTERNAL MATTER AND THERE IS NO REPEAT NO 
THREAT TOfOREIGNERS (INCLUDING EMBASSY PERSONNEL) EXCEPT 
FROM STRAY ROUNDS. WE ARE PREPARING STANDFAST NOTICE AND HAVE TOLD 
ALL AMCITS CALLING THAT BEST THING 15 TO SIMPLY STAY HOME. 

t. WE ALSO CONCUR WITH DUTCH VIEW THAT REBELS HAVE ALMOST 
NO POLITICAL OR POPULAR SUPPORT, THOUGH OPPORTUNISTIC UNION 
LEADERS WHO SUPPORTED THEM FOR THEIR OWN ENtS MIGHT SEEK TO 
CAPITALIZE ON CURRENT TROUBLES OR DUTCH SPECULATE, OPPOSITION 
LEDERJAGGERNAT1 LACHION -- WHO HAS BEEN IN NO tAY INVOLVED, 
SO FAR AS WE ARE AWARE -- tIGHT STEP IN, CALL FOR PEACE 'ANQ 

ORDER AND FORM NEW GOVERNMENT. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NO MORE 
THAN SPECULATION AT THIS POINT SINCE REBEL DEMANDS ARE 
UNCLEAR. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE, OF COURSE, THAT VAN GE.NDEREN 
(WHO IS POPULAR FIGURE) MAY BE ABLE TO P.LACATE REBELS. 

DUTCH ALSO TELL US THEY HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY 
REQUEST FROM GOS FOR ASSISTANCE -- OR INDEED BEEN IN TOUCH 
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WITH SENIOR GUS OFFICIALS THIS MORNING - BUT THAT I.F SUCH 

A REQUEST WERE 

THEY WOULD OF COURSE HAVE TO 

ONSULT WITH THE HAGUE. VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR ALSO TELLS US THAT 
HE HAS, AT GOV REQUEST, NTIFJED FONOFF THAT GOV WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO ASSIST 
IF REQUESTED BY GOS, BUT GhVE NO FURTHER DETAILS. 

8. FOR 4950TH TEST WING WE ARE NOW ATTEMPrING SEND FIVE 
MAN USAF ADVANCE GROUP TO AIRPORT TO PREPARE AIRCRAFT FOR 
DEPARTURE, AND WILL ADVISE FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
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9. FOR DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY! CAPT. ESSLEMONT, 
COMMANDING BRITISH ARMY MAPPING TEAM HERE, ASKS YOU BE 
ADVISED HE IS IN PARAMARIBO, HAS TWO TWO-MAN TEAMS IN FIELD, 
ON E AT NICKE.RIE AND ONE DUARTEREO WITH SMALL ARMY DETACHMENT 
AT CORONIE. 

10. GROUP OF 15 AMCIT TOURISTS HERE AS GUESTS OF SURINAME 
AIRWAYS ASKS THAT DEPARTMENT CONTACT SURINAME AIRWAYS 
MIAMI FOR LIST OF NAhES AND ADDRESSES,. INFORM FAMILIES ')F. 
SITUATION AND FACT THAT EVERYONE ALL RIGHT. FYI, WE 
ASSUME CIVILIA! IR TRAFFIC LIKELY BE DISRUPTED FOR AT 
LEAST ONE OR Tt DAYS. END FYJ. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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1 1 . LEN JACOB, WHO HEADS'LARGE SURALCC (ALCOA ALUMIN'JM) 
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9. FOR DEFENSE MAPPJ1G AGENCY CAPT. ESSLEMONT, 
COMMANDING BRITISH P.P.MY MAPPING TEAM HçRE, ASKS OJ BE 
ADVISED HE IS IN PARAMARIBO, HAS TWO TWO-MAN TEAMS IN FIE, 
ON E AT NICERIE AND ONE OUARTEREO WITH SMALL ARMY DETACHMENT 
AT CORONIE. 

10. GROUP OF 15 AMCIT TOURISTS HERE AS GUESTS OF SURINAME 
AIRWAYS ASKS THAT DEPARTMENT CONTACT SURINAME AIRWAYS 
MIAMI FOR LIST OF NAMES AND ADDRESSES INFORM FAMILIES 'JF 

SITUATION AND FACT THAT EVERYONE ALL RIGHT. FYI, WE 

ASSUME CIV1LIA? JR TRAFFIC LIKELY BE DISRUPTED FOR AT 
LEAST ONE OR T DAYS. END FYI. 
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OPERATIONS HERE,:.i64§AMIOEFILI CO;TACT J:E. YATE e'ALCOA 
PITTSBURGH, INFOkM HIM.THAT "SURALCO IS PREPARING • 
FOR ORDERLY SHUTDOWN ITS PARANAM PLANT IF SITUATION CONTINUES 

DETERIORATE k£Rf•" JACOBS'. REPORTS SITUATION.AVPARAAAM ' 
CURRENTLY IS GUIET'AND.APPARENTLY FEELS -- AS WE DO 
--THAT TROUBLE IS PRETTY WELL LOCALIZED HEWIN THE 
CAPITAL AND UNLIKELY TO SPREAO: - 

12. EMBASSY IS CLOSED EXCEPT FOR THREE-MAN EMERGENCY TEAM, 
(ADMIN OFFICER, CPO, DCM) AND, LIKE ALL OTHER 
AMCITS HERE, DEPENDENTS HAVE BEEN TOLO TO STAY HOME ANO 
KEEP HEADS DOWN. DIFFICULT TO KEEP ABREAST WITH FASTKOVjNG 
SITUATION, CREAKY PHONE SYSTEM ANb .INABILITY TO REACH 
soupces, BUT WE WILL.,TRY TO SEND StTREPS EVERY'TWO HOURS ANiii 
WILL CP COURSE REPORT ANY SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 
PAO AND I ARE REMAINING AT MY HOUSE, TELePHONE 98101, IF 
YOU ARE UNABLE TO GET THROUGH TO EMBASSY. 
OSTRANDER 
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