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ACTION ARA-16 

INFO OCT-00 ADS-00 AID-07 INR-10 SS-10 OPR-02 CIAE-00 
DODE-00 H-01 NSCE-00 NSAE-00 SSO-00 SY-05 HA-06 
L-03 PM-09 PA-01 CCO-00 INRE-00 OCS-06 CA-01 
ANAE-00 A-02 ICAE-00 SYE-00 SP-02 OC-06 SPRS-02 
/089 W 
	 052325 050427Z/67 

0 050230Z FEB 82 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8406 
INFO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CURACAO PRIORITY 

CON FIDENTIALPARAMARIBO 0231 

RELEASED IN FULL 

E.0.12065: GDS 2/5/88 (LA ROCHE, RICHARD R.) OR-M 
TAGS: PINS, NS 
SUBJECT: MILITARY REEQUESTS CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT RESIGNATION 

REF: PARAMARIBO 0230 

1. (U) IN A BRIEF TELEVISED ANNOUNCEMENT AT 1:30PM LOCAL TIME 
FEBRUARY 4, ARMY COMMANDER LT COL DESIRE BOUTERSE, FLANKED 
BY GARRISON COMMANDER, MAJOR ROY HORB; BATTALION COMMANDER 
HENK FERNANDES; AND CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL MILITARY COUNCIL (NMR) 
IWAN GRAANOOGST MADE A BRIEF STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE 
"MILITARY AUTHORITY" WHICH SET ASIDE THE PRESENT CIVILIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND RETURNED POWER TO THE MILITARY. THERE WAS NO MENTION 
OF ANY RESUMPTION OF CIVILIAN RULE. 

2. (C) BOUTERSE'S STATEMENT CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS: 
DURING A FEBRUARY 3 MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
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DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AROSE WHICH MADE FURTHER "PRODUCTIVE 
COOPERATION" WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT IMPOSSIBLE. AFTER SPEAKING 
WITH THE PRESIDENT AND OTHER MINISTERS INVOLVED IN THE DISPUTE, 
THE ARMY COMMAND "DECIDED TO ASK THE CHIN A SEN GOVERNMENT 
TO RETURN ITS MANDATE." AS OF 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 4, 1982 
THE RULING POWER RESTS SOLELY WITH THE MILITARY AUTHORITY. 
WITHIN "A VERY SHORT TIME" DEFINITE DECISIONS WILL BE TAKEN 
BY THE MILITARY REGARDING GOVERNMENT RULE. THE MILITARY 
AND POLICE HAVE THE PRESENT SITUATION IN HAND AND THERE 
IS NO CAUSE FOR EITHER ALARM OR PANIC. 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Adolph Eisner, Senior Reviewer 
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3. (C) BOUTERSE AND COMPANY'S APPEARANCE WAS FOLLOWED BY 
A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT WHICH CALLED UPON ALL PEOPLES' 
COMMITTEES AND DISTRICT COUNCILS TO ASSEMBLE IN PARAMARIBO AT 
NMR HEADQUARTERS AT Y:00 PM FEBRUARY 5 TO DISCUSS 
THE PRESENT POLITICAL CRISIS. (EMBASSY HAS LEARNED OF 
THE EXISTENCE OF A CIRCULAR LETTER CALLING FOR CHIN A SEN'S 
RESIGNATION. ITS ORIGIN AND INTENDED USE IS NOT KNOWN TO US BUT 
THE CALLING UP OF THE NMR-INSPIRED COMMITTEES AND 
COUNCILS COULD PROVIDE THE OCCASION FOR A CONTRIVED POPULAR 
ENDORSEMENT OF THE MILITARY'S ACTION.) 

4. (C) COMMENT: EARLIER TODAY (FEBRUARY 4) (SEE REFTEL NOTAL) 
WE REPORTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A DISPUTE DURING A MEETING 
OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON FEBRUARY 3. A 
PRESIDENTIAL SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED AT 2:30 PM LOCAL TIME 
FEBRUARY 4 THAT CONFLICTS EXISTED BUT THAT NO RESIGNATIONS WERE 
EXPECTED. MFA PERM SEC (KOLADER) REPEATED TO US THAT NO 
POLITICAL CRISIS WAS IMMINENT. LT COL BOUTERSE THIS EVEING 
CITED THE CONFRONTATION AND RESULTING PARALYSIS AS THE REASON 
FOR WITHDRAWING THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT MANDATE TO RULE. 

5. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT AT THIS TIME WHETHER THE 
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CIVILIAN COMPONENT OF THIS MILITARY-CIVILIAN JUNTA HAS BEEN 
PERMANENTLY REMOVED OR WHETHER IT IS AN ACTION BY THE MILITARY 
TO INSTALL A NEW GOVERNMENT MORE TO ITS LIKING. CHIN A SEN'S 
FUTURE IS A QUESTION MARK. OUR BEST INFORMATION, HOWEVER IS THAT 
HE IS SAFE AND UNDER NO EXTRAORDINARY CONSTRAINT. 

6. AS OF 11:00 PM FEBRUARY 4, THE STREETS OF PARAMARIBO 
WERE QUIET, THE LEVEL OF POLICE AND MILITARY PRESENCE WAS, IF 
ANYTHING, LOWER THAN NORMAL, AND THERE HAD BEEN NO ADJUSTMENT 
IN THE MIDNIGHT TO 4:00 AM CURFEW. THE ONLY 
REMARKABLE THING EMBOFFS OBSERVED WAS A GREAT NUMBER OF 
CIVILIAN CARS PARKED OUTSIDE THE BRIGHTLY LIGHTED PALACE. 
LA  ROCHE 
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