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E.O. 12065: GDS 07/06/88 (LA ROCHE, RICHARD R.) OF-M
TAGS: PDIP NS US
SUBJ: SURINAME'S FOURTH OF JULY MESSAGE

1. (C) THE EMBASSY COMMEMORATED INDEPENDENCE DAY WITH A VIN
D'HONNEUR ON JULY 5. THE TURN-OUT ON THE PART OF SURINAME
OFFICIALDOM WAS UNPRECEDENTED AND SOMETHING OF A PUZZLE.
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF GARRISON COMMANDER MAJ ROY HORB AND THREE
MINISTERS (SITAL, HEALTH; LEEFLANG, INTERNAL AFFAIRS;
HARDJOPRAJITNO, CULTURE, YOUTH, SPORT AND INFORMATION),
EVERYBODY IN THE LEADERSHIP SHOWED UP. ACTING PRESIDENT
RAMDAT MISIER'S RESPONSE TO A READING OF PRESIDENT REAGAN'S
JULY 4 MESSAGE WAS A POLITICAL STATEMENT DELIVERED BY A
CEREMONIAL PROP. THE PRESENCE OF COMMANDER OF THE NATIONAL
ARMY LT COL BOUTERSE AND FOREIGN MINISTER NAARENDORP LENT
EMPHASIS.

2. (U) THE ACTING PRESIDENT READ THE BELOW QUOTED RESPONSE:
QUOTE - IT IS UNDOUBTEDLY OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO ALL PEOPLES

OF THE WORLD, THAT THE UNITED STATES, ONE OF THE GREAT NATIONS,
HAS SO EMPHATICALLY EXPRESSED ITS BELIEVE IN FREEDOM AND
INDEPENDENCE. INDEED REAL DEMOCRACY IS BASED ON THE CONSENT
OF THE GOVERNED AND THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT IT THAT THERE CAN
ONLY BE ONE FORM OF DEMOCRACY, THAT ONE WHERE THE VOICE OF THE
PEOPLE IS HEARD.

HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORTANT TO REALIZE THAT THERE ARE SEVERAL
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WAYS TO APPLY DEMOCRACY. WE BELIEVE THAT THE APPLICATION

CAN VARY FROM ONE SOCIETY TO THE OTHER. FOR INSTANCE THE MODEL
OF DEMOCRACY WHICH WE HAVE EXPERIENCED IN OUR COUNTRY BEFORE
THE SURINAME REVOLUTION, HAS TURNT TO BE UNFIT FOR THE
ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE. THAT IS WHY WE ARE FOLLOWING A MODEL
IN DEMOCRATIZING OUR SOCIETY AND IN ESTABLISHING A NEW ORDER.

IN THIS MODEL WE WORK FROM THE GRASSROOTS OF SOCIETY IN AN
EFFORT TO ACHIEVE REAL POPULAR INVOLVEMENT IN OUR DEMOCRATIC
PROCESS.
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THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MY MIND MR. CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, THAT YOUR
GOVERNMENT WILL UNDERSTAND THE STRUGGLE OF THE SURINAME PEOPLE
TO ESTABLISH A DEMOCRACY ACCORDING TO OUR OWN THINKING AND

WE KNOW THAT WE MAY RELY UPON THE SYMPATHY OF THE COUNTRIES

IN OUR REGION, AMONG WHICH THE UNITED STATES PLAYS SUCH AN
IMPORTANT ROLE.

IN NAME OF THE POLICY CENTRE, THE BOARD OF MINISTERS AND THE
PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, | WISH THE PRESIDENT, THE
GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
PROSPERITY AND GREAT SUCCESS IN THEIR EFFORTS TOWARDS PEACE
AND FRIENDSHIP IN THE WORLD. UNQUOTE.

3. (C) COMMENT: THE APPEAL FOR US UNDERSTANDING OF THE
"GRASSROOTS" DEMOCRACY EXPERIMENT IS MILDLY STATED AND
CONSISTENT WITH PAST GOS STATEMENTS. FOREIGN MINISTER NAARENDORP
HAS REGULARLY URGED OUR FORBEARANCE WITH RESPECT TO THIS DEMO-
CRATIZATION MODEL AND HE PROBABLY WROTE THE SPEECH. THE LARGE
TURN OUT, HOWEVER, IS NOT SO IN KEEPING WITH THAT AT PAST
CELEBRATIONS; BOUTERSE HIMSELF, FOR EXAMPLE, HAD NEVER ATTENDED
ANY EMBASSY-SPONSORED FUNCTION. YET THIS TIME HE CAME AND
REMAINED FOR AN HOUR. THE BEST CONSIDERED (IF PERHAPS
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UNGENEROUS) EXPLANATION WE CAN COME UP WITH IS THAT THE GOOD
ATTENDANCE WAS PART OF A PR CAMPAIGN TO SHOW THE BIG DEMOCRACIES
(BOUTERSE ALSO CAME TO THE DUTCH AND VENEZUELAN NATIONAL DAY

CELEBRATIONS) THAT ALL WAS NORMAL AND THAT CONCERNS ABOUT A
RADICAL TURN LEFT WERE QUITE UNJUSTIFIED. LA ROCHE
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