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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PINT, NS, US
SUBJ: SURINAME SITREP FIVE, DECEMBER 13

REFS: A) PARAMARIBO 2575, B) PARAMARIBO 2573
C) PARAMARIBO 2568

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SURFACE CALM CONTINUES AND SOME MEMBERS OF
LEADERSHIP GROUP WERE SIGHTED OVER WEEKEND. WORKERS
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RETURNING TO WORK AND MILITARY STAND-DOWN IN CITY

CONTINUE. HOWEVER, LOCALLY DISTRIBUTED FLYERS CALL

FOR ANTI-MILITARY GUERILLA WAR IF THINGS DON'T CHANGE

BY 14 DECEMBER, AND PLEAD WITH US AND HOLLAND TO

ASSIST COUNTRY TO RETURN TO TRADITIONAL DEMOCRACY.

ALSO, THERE ARE RUMORS IN SURINAME, PROBABLY ORIGINATING FROM

RADIO NEDERLANDS, ABOUT FORMATION OF A GOVERNMENT IN EXILE.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LOW AS SOME PARENTS KEEP CHILDREN HOME. SEVERAL
BURIALS OF EXECUTED OPPOSITION LEADERS HAVE TAKEN

PLACE WITHOUT INCIDENT. POSSIBILITY THAT AURA OF
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NORMALITY BEING FOSTERED BY MILITARY AUTHORITY MAY BE
DISTURBED BY SPORADIC ACTIONS, BUT MILITARY REINS APPEAR
TIGHT. THREAT TO EMBASSY OR AMERICANS IN COUNTRY APPEARS
LOW. END SUMMARY.

3. BOUTERSE, GARRISON COMMANDER MAJOR ROY HORB,

CPT. GRAANGOOST, MIN. ARMY AND OF POLICE, FONMIN
NAARENDORP, ENERGY MINISTER TJON KIE SIN, AND WINSTON
CALDEIRA, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING

AND DEVELOPMENT, WERE ALL RELIABLY REPORTED AS BEING SEEN
AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE OVER WEEKEND. PALACE IS CURRENT
CENTER OF POLITICAL ACITIVITY FOR BOUTERSE AND COTERIE.

4. AT SAME TIME, MILITARY STAND-DOWN WHICH BEGAN ON
DECEMBER 10 CONTINUES, AS TROOP LEVEL IN CITY WAS ALMOST
NORMAL. THIS INCLUDES MILITARY GARRISON WHICH DID

NOT APPEAR TO BE IN ANY EXTRAORDINARY READINESS

STATUS. EXCEPTION WAS MILITARY HEADQUARTERS AT FT.
ZEELANDIA IN PARAMARIBO WHERE THERE WWERE MORE TROOPS
EVIDENT TODAY DURING MORNING RUSH HOURS THAN SINCE
INITIAL MILITARY ACTION AGAINST POLITICAL OPPOSITION

ON 8 DECEMBER.
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5. WORK STOPPAGES ARE NEAR END AS MOST BUSINESSES OPEN,
INCLUDING MAJOR RETAIL CONCERNS AND BANKS. OPERATIONS

AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES ARE ALSO NEAR NORMAL. HOWEVER,
SURALCO WORKERS HAVE NOT YET RETURNED IN SUFFICIENT
NUMBERS TO PERMIT START UP OF OPERATIONS BUT GOS IS

PRESSING SURALCO MANAGEMENT TO BEGIN OPERATIONS AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE. GASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS ARE OPEN AND

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LEVEL IS NEAR NORMAL. SOME SCHOOLS IN CITY
CLOSED AFTER OPENING AS SOME PARENTS KEEP CHILDREN HOME.

6. RECENT OCCURENCE THAT MUST BE DISTURBING TO MILITARY

IS APPEARANCE ON STREETS OF UNSIGNED, PHOTO-

COPIES OF TYPED HANDBILL ENTITLED "FREE PEOPLES PAPER" (VRIJE
VOLKSKRANT) WHICH WARNS COUNTRY'S RULERS THAT "SHOULD

THE SITUATION NOT CHANGE BEFORE 2359 ON MONDAY,

DECEMBER 13, THE GUERILLA WAR OF CITIZENS SHALL BEGIN."

THE PUBLICATION ALSO SUGGESTS TO CITIZENS WHO ARE CONCERNED
ABOUT MISSING PERSONS TO CONTACT POLICE.
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7. FLYER ALSO LISTS "HARD-CORE" OF 6 PERSONS,
INCLUDING BOUTERSE, P. BHAGWANDAS, R. TOLUD, B. SITAL,

WATERVAL, AND R. ESAJAS, ALLEGES THEY CARRIED OUT EXECUTIONS,
AND WILL PROBABLY LATER ELIMINATE THEIR CURRENT MILITARY
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AND CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS. MAJOR HORB AND "REST OF

GROUP OF 16" (ORIGINAL COMMANDOS WHO SEIZED POWER IN
FEBRUARY 1980) ARE LISTED AS HAVING HAD "ONLY A LITTLE
INFLUENCE" IN CARRYING OUT THE MURDERS OF POLITICAL
OPPONENTS OF REGIME. ONLY CIVILIAN NAMED IS E.

BRUNINGS, A MEMBER OF REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S PARTY (RVP)
AND MEMBER OF NOW DEFUNCT UNIVERSITY BOARD; CIVILIAN
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
PAGE 02 PARAMA 02587 02 OF 02 142215Z

ORGANIZATIONS LISTED AS BEING INVOLVED ARE PEOPLE'S
MILITIA AND PEOPLE'S MOBILIZATION.

8. FLYER ALSO CALLS ON ALL THOSE ABOVE-NAMED TO PREPARE LETTERS
TO PEOPLE OF COUNTRY WHICH CAN BE "HANDED OVER TO AN
INSTITUTION WHICH CAN KEEP IT FOR THEM, (AND) SURRENDER

(OR) GO INTO HIDING FOR THE TIME BEING UNTIL THE SITUATION

IS FULLY UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE POPULATION."

9. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED COPY OF ATYPED LETTER STYLED AS A
"PETITION TO THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS AND THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" WHICH AUTHORS CLAIM WAS PRE-
PARED BY UNIVERSITY AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, THEIR
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND DEMOCRATS WHO MAKE UP "80-90
PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE." FLYER PLEADS WITH US AND

HOLLAND TO HELP KEEP COUNTRY FREE AND IN WESTERN

CAMP AND OUT OF GRASP OF CASTRO AND OTHER FORMS OF
AUTHORITARIANISM. IT POINTS OUT THAT "AS RESPONSIBLE
REPRESENTATIVES OF DEMOCRACY, (THE US AND HOLLAND) CERTAINLY
KNOW THAT SURINAMERS DO NOT DESIRE CUBA."

10. APPROXIMATELY 12 OF EXECUTED PERSONS WERE BURIED
YESTERDAY. BURIALS TOOK PLACE AT SEVERAL CEMETARIES
WITHIN CITY; WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF INCIDENTS.

11. COMMENT: AS MORE PEOPLE RETURN TO WORK AND
CONSPICUOUS MILITARY PRESENCE IN CIVILIAN INSTITUTIONS AND
SECTIONS OF CITY LESSENS, APPEARANCE OF NORMALITY IS
ENHANCED. HOWEVER, FLYERS CALLING FOR POPULAR RESISTANCE
AND FOREIGN HELP SUGGEST THAT SHOCK OF PAST WEEK'S TERROR
IS WEARING OFF AND THAT SURINAMERS MAY BEGIN MORE

ACTIVE AND POSSIBLY VIOLENT OPPOSITION TO REGIME. GIVEN
EVIDENCE, IT IS ALSO CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT BOUTERSE WOULD
CONFIDENTIAL
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DEAL DECISIVELY AND HARSHLY WITH ANY THREAT OF COUNTER-
ACTION.

12. MEETING CALLED BY MILITARY AUTHORITY OF MEMBERS OF
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PEOPLES COMMITTEES, DISTRICT COUNCILS AND REGIONAL COUNCILS
INITIALLY SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER 12 WAS RESCHEDULED FOR
AFTERNOON OF DECEMBER 13. AT TIME OF WRITING, WE HAVE

NO READOUT ON GATHERING. DUEMLING
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